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WS 1.1 - Measuring the Measuring Tool

Materials:
1 - paper clip




1 - toothpick




1 - new unsharpened pencil




1 - ball point pen

PART 1:

1.  Collect one of each of the measuring devices listed above.

2.  Measure the length of each of the following with each of the measuring devices provided.

a.  Measure the distance between the front two legs of your desk with each of the measuring devices provided.  Enter the results in the data table provided.  Use labels appropriate for each measurement.

b.  Measure the longest part of your desk top with each of the measuring devices provided.  Enter the results in the data table provided.   Use labels appropriate for each measurement.

c.  Measure the length of a paper clip with each of the measuring devices provided.  Enter the results in the data table provided.  Use labels appropriate for each measurement.

d.  Measure the length of a toothpick with each of the measuring devices provided.  Enter the results in the data table provided.  Use labels appropriate for each measurement.

e.  Measure the length of an unsharpened pencil with each of the measuring devices provided.  Enter the results in the data table provided.  Use labels appropriate for each measurement.

c.  Measure the length of an ink pen with each of the measuring devices provided.  Enter the results in the data table provided.  Use labels appropriate for each measurement.






(Objects being measured)

	
	Dist Btwn Desk Legs
	Length of Desk
	Paper Clip
	Toothpick
	Pencil
	Pen

	Paper Clip
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Toothpick
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pencil
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ink Pen
	
	
	
	
	
	


QUESTIONS:

1.  What information is important when communicating these measurements with students in another classroom.

2.  How did you deal with measurements that did not come out to a whole number?  What was your reasoning for doing so?

3.  Is it possible to communicate your measurements with other students in other groups?  What would you have to include for them to understand your measurement?  

4.  Would it be possible to communicate your measurements with someone who does not speak English?  Explain.

5.  Suppose the door were exactly 15 ink pens tall.  How could you tell how tall the door was in paper clips without actually measuring?

6.  How tall is the door in paper clips without actually measuring?  Show any calculations involved. 

7.  How tall is the door in toothpicks without actually measuring?  Show any calculations involved. 

8.  Measure your height in pencils.  Enter here _____pencils.  Without measuring, how tall are you in ink pens?  _____ ink pens., and in paper clips?  _____ paper clips  Show any calculations involved.
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